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HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF THE NEW 

JERUSALEM IN THE CITY OF 

WASHINGTON. 

By JOB BARNARD. 
(Read before the Society, February 17, 1920.) 

TJ MANUEL SWEDENBORG, the scientist, philosopher 
-*— ' and theologian, was born January 29, 1688, in Stock- 
holm, and died March 29, 1772, in London. Many of his 
books were printed in London, and distributed to libraries, 
or sold to individuals. They were written in the Latin lan- 
guage, and were first read by scholars, and it was but natural 
that the clergy of the Church of England should be among 
the early readers and believers of the new ideas to be found 
therein. 

Rev. John Clowes, of Manchester, England, learned some 
of the doctrines the next year after Swedenborg's death; 
and in 1778, assisted in forming a new church society in 
Whitefield, near Manchester. For more than fifty years, 
Mr. Clowes read, translated, and preached new church doc- 
trine in the established church, to the acceptance of his 
people. 

It seems an interesting fact, that Swedenborg's death 
should have occurred so nearly at the same time that the 
American colonies became restless, and revolution imminent. 

Another interesting fact is, that the first Continental 
Congress assembled September 5, 1774, was opened by 
prayer by an Episcopal, who was made Chaplain of the 
Congress, and who was a believer in the doctrines of the 
new church, Rev. Jacob Duche, rector of Christ Church, 
Philadelphia. 

23 
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The first new church house of worship in America was 
built in our near-by city of Baltimore, and dedicated Jan- 
uary 2, 1800. Rev. John Hargrove was the Minister of 
the Baltimore Society when this building was erected; and 
when Jefferson was inaugurated as President of the United 
States on March 4, 1801, he, and a committee of his con- 
gregation, sent a letter of congratulation to Jefferson, and 
received a friendly reply from him, dated March 11, 1801. 

So it may be said that Democracy, and Swedenborgian 
doctrine, and the Federal Congress, and Government Head- 
quarters, came to this city about the same time, namely, 
with the beginning of the last century. 

On December 26, 1802, Rev. Mr. Hargrove preached at 
the new Capitol, before the President and forty members 
of Congress, and some sixty persons in the galleries, "on 
the leading doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church ;" and 
again, on Christmas day, 1804, both of which sermons 
were published, and were the first of the kind ever delivered 
in this city. (See "Theology pamphlets," Book No. 40, 
documents numbered 13 and 14, in Congressional Library.) 
At that time there were several persons here, or in the ad- 
joining States, who had some knowledge of these doctrines. 

One of the most active in making the doctrines known, 
was Mrs. Mary Arnott, wife of John Arnott. She was the 
aunt of Mrs. Margaret Milburn, who was one of the early 
members of the Washington Society, when it was or- 
ganized. The Arnott's lived on 7th Street, near the steam- 
boat wharf. They were members of the Presbyterian 
Church on South Capitol Street, near B Street, where Rev. 
Reuben Post was pastor, and John Coyle, Jr., Clerk. 

Mrs. Arnott had borrowed some New Church books 
from Ferdinand Fairfax (the son of Bryan Fairfax, and 
the father of Wilson M. C. Fairfax), about the time the 
British were in Washington in 1814, and she became an 
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enthusiastic believer, and talked the new doctrines freely. 
She loaned the treatise on Heaven and Hell to her pastor, 
Mr. Post, which he is supposed to have read. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnott, in 1820, were cited to appear be- 
fore the Session of their Church, and answer as to their 
alleged heresy; and Mrs. Arnott wrote an able defense, but 
declined to appear in person; and because they did not ap- 
pear when cited for the third and last time, they were both 
suspended from the sacraments of their Church by a vote 
of the Session. 

Mrs. Arnott was a native of Northumberland, England. 
She never heard but two New Church sermons, and they 
were preached by Rev. Manning B. Roche, of Philadelphia, 
in the Protestant Methodist Church on Congress Street, 
Georgetown, in 1830. She died, May 12, 1835, aged 
seventy-five years. 

There were other people in the city, who were interested 
about this time; among them, Mr. and Mrs. Coad, natives of 
England, who came here from Philadelphia; Mr. and Mrs. 
McDaniel; James N. Taylor; Mr. and Mrs. French; Miss 
Pringle; Steven Ustick; Dr. Wing; Leonard Whitney; Dr. 
Nathaniel C. Towle; and Mr. A. Thomas Smith. Most of 
the men last named were clerks in the executive depart- 
ments, and when Jackson's administration began, they were 
dismissed to make vacancies for new men, on the theory 
of party government then in vogue, that "to the victors be- 
long the spoils." 

Dr. Towle was the first Recorder of Deeds of this Dis- 
trict, and lawyers and title-examiners are familiar with the 
record books in the office, bearing his initials, "N. C. T." 
Dr. Towle came prior to 1838, with his wife and her sister ; 
and they lived at Third Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
and the first meetings for New-Church worship were held 
at his house. 
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In 1839, Mr. Smith came, and meetings were held in his 
house, and in the Unitarian Church, corner 6th and D Sts., 
on the site of the present Police Court, on Sunday after- 
noons. Dr. Towle and Mr. Smith were the readers. Many 
still living in this city will remember that Mr. Smith was 
the father of Mrs. John J. Halsted, whose husband was 
for years a prominent patent attorney here. 

In the fall of 1839, Rev. Nathan C. Burnham, of New 
York, preached several times in the Medical College at the 
corner of 10th and E Streets. In 1840 meetings continued 
to be held at this building until it was destroyed by fire. 
Two meetings were then held at the residence of Mrs. Mil- 
burn ; and thereafter at other private houses, until the Col- 
lege building was restored, when they were again held there. 

In 1841, June 2, Rev. Richard De Charms came to 
Washington from Philadelphia, and baptized Miss Pringle 
and Mrs. Milburn, and instituted the first New-Church 
Society in this District. It was a small Society, and Mr. 
A. Thomas Smith was the leader. No records are found 
of this Society, but meetings were held at the Medical Col- 
lege, at the City Hall, at the schoolhouse at the foot of 
Capitol Hill, and at Temperance Hall, on E Street, between 
9th and 10th, where Marines dancing academy was later 
located. Rev. Mr. De Charms preached twice in the last 
named place. The readers who conducted the services dur- 
ing this time were Messrs. A. Thos. Smith, Richard K. 
Cralle, S. Yorke Atlee, Rufus Dawes, Lynde Elliott, and 
Wilson M. C. Fairfax. In 1844 a meeting was held in the^. 
council chamber at the City Hall, on Sunday evening, for 
the purpose of forming a society of the New Jerusalem, 
and the following names were recorded as members : 

Catherine E. Smith, Margaret Milburn, Margaret Clarke, 
F. M. Towle, Richard K. Cralle, A. Thomas Smith, Samuel 
Yorke Atlee, Tohn Cranch, Clement Humphreys, N. C. 
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Towle, Strickland Kneass, Marsh B. Clark, Wilson M. 
C. Fairfax, and T. S. Arnold. At this meeting Mr. Smith 
read the constitution of the first society, and said it bore 
date June 20, 1841, but no minutes of its proceedings could 
be found. It is most probable that it was abandoned by 
common consent. 

In 1845 meetings were held at the residences of Chief 
Justice Cranch, Mr. Fairfax, Dr. Towle, Thomas Bartlett, 
and James Crutchett. Judge Cranch was associate Judge 
and Chief Judge of the Circuit Court of the District of 
Columbia, first appointed by Adams in 1801, and appointed 
Chief Judge in 1805, by Jefferson, and he was probably 
on the bench longer than any other United States Judge, 
having served 54 years. He was intimately acquainted with 
the Dawes family, having studied law with Judge Thomas 
Dawes, of Massachusetts, the father of Rufus Dawes, the 
poet. Judge Cranch's daughter, Bertha, married Rufus 
Dawes, and his family and the Dawes family, were all read- 
ers of the New-Church literature, and many of them mem- 
bers of New-Church Societies. 

On March 16, 1846, a letter was sent to Rev. Benjamin 
F. Barrett, of New York, signed by twelve persons, re- 
questing him to come and organize them into a Society of 
the New-Church. The letter was signed by Rufus Dawes, 
F. E. Dawes, N. C. Towle, E. M. Towle, Wilson M. C. 
Fairfax, James Crutchett, Elizabeth Crutchett, Thomas 
Bartlett, Jr., S. A. Makepeace, Sarah Simms, Harriet 
Barber, and Elizabeth Braiden. 

Elizabeth Crutchett, Stella A. Makepeace, and Harriet 
Barber do not appear as signors of the Constitution, when 
the society was instituted, on April 12, 1846, but the other 
nine all signed as the first members of "The Washington 
Society of the New Jerusalem. ,, On the same day, Mr. 
Barrett preached in the Hall of Representatives of the 
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United States, at the Capitol, on "the progressive nature of 
regeneration/ ' The meeting in the afternoon was at the 
residence of James Crutchett, Bethel Cottage, on C Street 
near North Capitol Street. This frame house was still 
standing, until the condemnation of the land for the plaza 
between the Union Station and the Capitol, caused it to be 
removed about 1915. 

Stella A. Makepeace died the day before the Society was 
formed, and was buried April 13, 1846, Mr. Barrett con- 
ducting the funeral. 

While here, Mr. Barrett delivered five lectures in the 
Unitarian Church. Rev. Joseph Auger was then pastor, 
and Mr. P. Thompson, chairman of the church committee 
of the Unitarian Church Society. 

The money required to pay the expenses of Mr. Barrett's 
visit, and the several lectures and addresses and services by 
him while here, was $45.00. The newly organized society 
was assisted by friends in raising this money, and a list of 
the donors, and amounts by each, may be found in the old 
records, as follows: 

"Wilson M. C. Fairfax, Treasurer, charged himself with 
the following contributions: 

1846, April Dr. N. C. Towle $10.00 

Rufus Dawes 3.00 

James Crutchett 3.00 

C. A. Humphreys 5.00 

J. T. Hartley 3.00 

Wm. G. Cranch 5.00 

Wilson M. C. Fairfax 7.00 

Thomas Bartlett, Jr 5.00 

June 10 James Crutchett 5.00 

July 1 Dr. Ferdinand Fairfax, of King 

George County, Va 5.00 

Nov. 5 " 5.00 
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1847, Jan. 3 J. Crutchett 5.00 

Mar. 6 Rufus Dawes 2.S0 

May 31 Wilson M. G Fairfax 4.00 

$67.50 

This fund was more than required to pay all said ex- 
penses, and the balance was appropriated to meet any other 
proper expense of the society. 

Dr. Ferdinand Fairfax, of King George County, Va. f 
was the son of Bryan Fairfax, the Eighth Baron Fairfax. 
Ferdinand was the beneficiary under the will of his uncle, 
George William Fairfax, who was the early companion of 
George Washington, and associated with him in surveying 
the Fairfax lands in Virginia. Ferdinand's father, Bryan, 
was a life-long friend of Washington. He became an 
Episcopal cleryman in 1789, and soon after took charge of the 
parish in Alexandria. 

At the meeting of the newly formed society, held on 
April 14, 1846, the following action was taken. 

'Whereas, this society recognizes the important uses of 
a church in a larger form, and desires to co-operate and be 
connected with such a church ; 

"Therefore, Resolved that we desire to be represented in, 
and to co-operate with, the General Convention of Societies 
of the New Church in the United States, so far as we may 
feel free and see it to be our duty to do so; and that we 
now elect three delegates to represent the Washington, 
D. C, Society in said Convention to be held in Philadelphia 
in June next. ,, 

Messrs. Dawes, Towle, and Crutchett, were appointed 
such delegates. 

The society was duly received as a member of the Con- 
vention for the first time, early in the session in June, 
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1846, in Philadelphia. See the Convention Journal of 
1846, printed in New-Church Magazine of that year. 

Later, and prior to 1853, the following additional names 
were signed to the constitution: 

Robert Arthur, Mary Arthur, 

George W. Hall, Z. H. Hall, 

Anna M. Hall, S. Yorke Atlee, 

S. S. Randall, D. L. Parkhurst. 

Robert Arthur was a brother of T. S. Arthur, the pro- 
prietor of "Arthur's Home Magazine," and the author of 
"Ten Nights in a Bar Room," and many other much-read 
stories. In a book entitled, "The Good Time Coming," 
published in 1855, he was accused of verging on Sweden- 
borgianism. 

The Anna M. Hall named above later became the wife 
of Dr. Robert Bruce Donaldson, the well-known dentist for 
many years in this city. She is still living at this date, 
1920.* 

In 1858, Dr. N. C. Towle, Rufus Dawes, and Elias 
Yulee, were appointed a committee to revise the constitu- 
tion. Mr. Yulee was a brother of David Levy Yulee, who 
was at that time a U. S. Senator from Florida. 

In 1859 the revised constitution was adopted, and an 
effort was then made to have all the members of the society 
sign the same, in the order of their having become members 
of the New Church. This resulted in a partial list, the best 
that seemed possible, and the names and numbers are as 
follows, as gathered from a record found among the data 
kept by the Secretary. 

1. Margaret Milburn, 3. A. G. Pendleton, 

2. Zeruha H. Hall, 4. Selina C. Pendleton, 



* She died Feb. 21, 1920 — 3 days after this paper was read to 
the Columbia Historical Society. 
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John Hitz, 
Hannah A. Cranch, 
Julia M. Baldwin, 
Garaphelia B. Howard, 
Lenora H. Fox, 
Lucy C. Dawes, 
John Calvin Newton, 
Alexander H. Lynch, 
Perly S. Gates, 
Hannah S. Bowman, 
E. Wallace Sylvester, 
Samuel B. Wright, 
Cynthia Kasson, 
Mary A. Clampitt, 
Mrs. Fannie Halsted, 
Mrs. Bertha A. Hart, 
Mr. A. Kasson, 
Mr. John Henry, 
Mrs. Eunice J. Doty. 

John Cranch and Wm. G. Cranch, were sons of Chief 
Judge Wm. Cranch. John was an artist, and he painted 
the portrait of his father that hangs in the General Term 
court room of the Supreme Court of the District of 
Columbia. 

It is likely that some of these people became members 
later than 1859, and that there were at the time the revised 
constitution was adopted, several other members whose 
names do not appear in this list. 

The society soon attempted to acquire a house of worship 
of some kind, where regular meetings could be held. In 
1847, a room was rented of Capt. William Easby, in a 
frame building at the foot of Capitol Hill, and fitted up for 
the use of the society for services. It was a commodious 
room, originally prepared for an artist. Seats, cushions, 



5. 


Selina D. Pendleton, 


24. 


6. 


A. Thos. Smith, 


25. 


7. 


John Cranch, 


26. 


8. 


Charlotte D. Cranch, 


27. 


9. 


E. Yulee, 


28. 


10. 


R. Yulee, 


29. 


11. 


Alice L. Yulee, 


30. 


12. 


Wm. G. Cranch, 


31. 


13. 


Levi Beach, 


32. 


14. 


Hollis Amidon, 


33. 


15. 


Geo. W. Hall, 


34. 


16. 


G. Alfred Hall, 


35. 


17. 


R. B. Donaldson, 


36. 


18. 


A. M. Donaldson, 


37. 


19. 


Rufus Dawes, 


38. 


20. 


Elizabeth E. Dawes, 


39. 


21. 


H. Baldwin, 


40. 


22. 


Jabez Fox, 


41. 


23. 


Warren C. Choate, 


42. 
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and other furnishings were put in, and in June of that 
year, it was first occupied as a church for worship. The 
rent up to January 1, 1848, was remitted by Capt. Easby. 

In 1852 a committee was chosen to undertake the build- 
ing of a church for the use of the Society. John Cranch, 
Pendleton and Crutchett, constituted the committee. A 
lease was made by William G. Cranch to the trustees of 
the Society, Oct. 12, 1852, of lot 4 in Square 685, for the 
yearly rent of $10, with contract of sale if $1,000 be paid 
within ten years. 

On the receipt of this lease and contract, a committee was 
appointed to solicit subscriptions for the building of the 
church. Among those who contributed are many who were 
members of other churches, or of no church, thus showing 
that the business men and citizens of Washington were 
desirous then as now of helping in any enterprise that 
appealed to them to promise a new improvement to the 
community. 

So many of these names are known to the older residents 
of the District of Columbia, whose children and grand- 
children are still here, that I have thought it would be in- 
teresting to record some of them in this history. The 
amounts subscribed were not large, $100 being the largest, 
and $1.00 the smallest, as I find from the report of the 
committee. Most of the donors were local, although a few 
were from Virginia and Maryland. 
Selina Barclay, Lewis Kengla, 

A. G. Pendleton, Wm. W. Corcoran, 

James Crutchett, S. S. Whiting, 

D. S. G. Cabell, Elisha Whittlesey, 

G. W. Hall, Wm. M. Wood, 

Selina Pendleton, Thos. DeKalb Harris, 

Mary E. Dawes, A. M. Knight, 

Brashear & Mitchell, George M. Fox, 
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George Walloston, 

A. Y. P. Garnett, 
Geo. & Thos. Parker, 
L. Haslip, 

John Hitz, 

W. H. Upperman, 

J. B. Clark, 

C. Miller, 

Gen. Chase, 

B. T. Jackson & Bro., 
S. S. Randall, 
Thos. Cathcart, 
Anna Fairfax, 

Mr. Dunnington, 
P. T. Marceron, 
Brooke B. Williams, 
J. W. Chubb & Bro., 
N. F. Cabell, 
Erastus Brooks, 
J. R. Piper, 
F. Dankworth, 
Albert Rolls, 
J. C. Tennant, 
J. F. Brown, 
J- Foy, 

W. C. Greenleaf, 
Rufus Dawes, 
Wm. G. Cranch, 
Robert Arthur, 
A. G. Hall, 

Mrs. E. H. Pendleton, 
Elizabeth Dawes, 
Lucy C. Dawes, 
Wilson M. C. Fairfax, 



Thomas S. Forrest, 

George J. Abbott, 

Thos. Bartlett, 

John Purdy, 

Mr. Eubank, Jr., 

J. C. Wilson, 

J. M. Smith, 

Ed McCann, 

J. M. Moore, 

O. Fairfax; 

Joseph Welsh, 

Mr. Staples, 

Dr. Busey, 

Mr. Choate, 

Mr. Butterfleld, 

R. P. Anderson, 

W. J. Maher, 

Mr. Wurdeman, 

C. C. Fowler, 

Claggett, Newton, May & Co., 

J. W. Baden, 

W. G. Parkhurst, 

Mrs. K. Appleton, 

Mr. Watson, 

Maxwell Woodhull, 

T. J. Skirving, 

J. H. Townsend, 

Mr. Greenleaf, 

Mr. Lambert, 

W. P. Elliott, 

A. B. Fairfax, 

Mr. Lowell, 

Frank A. Elliot, 

Willard Hotel, 
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James Adams, J. W. Maury, 

Margaret Milburn, John A. Smith, 

Jonas Green, S. E. Bruser, 

J. V. N. Thorp, George Mathiot, 

Roger C. Weightman, Wm. H. Birch, 

John M. Jamison, P. M. Pearson, 

Mr. Stanford, Wm. B. Todd, 

Wm. T. Griffith, S. T. Pendleton, 

Robert Farnham, Lt. R. B. Riel, 

Hon. (David Levy) Yulee, Capt. Slack. 
Selina D. Pendleton, 

The church was built on the east side of North Capitol 
Street, between B and C Streets, almost opposite the house 
that was erected by George Washington, and which was 
known for years as the "Hillman House." For sometime 
after the church was built, it was used by the society for 
regular meetings, with lay readers. Rufus Dawes, not a 
regularly ordained minister, was for several years the 
leader, and he often read sermons prepared by himself 
before the society was organized, and afterward; and at a 
meeting in 1848 it was voted, that he be desired to consider 
himself at liberty to introduce as many original sermons 
as convenient. 

Some differences arose between members, soon after the 
church was built, and several united to form another or- 
ganization, known as "the New Church Association of the 
City of Washington." This association made application 
to rent the church for the purpose of public worship Sept. 
15, 1855, but the society could not rent the property to the 
association; and so informed Mr. John Cranch who had 
asked for it for the association. 

Soon after that, Dec. 13, 1855, a meeting was held, 
brought about through the kindly intervention of Mr. 
Dawes, and several interviews between the two organiza- 



Barnard: History of Church of New Jerusalem. 35 

tions, and at which it was agreed that the society should 
destroy so niuch of its record as was contained on pages 
25 to 33 inclusive of its minutes, which was done by cut- 
ting out and burning the leaves, and the members who had 
withdrawn returned, and harmony was restored, and a 
regular record of the proceedings of the society has been 
kept from that date to the present time. 

Rev. Arthur Brickman, of Baltimore, came over and 
preached on several occasions, having been suggested to 
the society by Prof. George Bush, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

In 1857, after the Rev. Jabez Fox, from Michigan, had 
done satisfactory missionary work here, he was employed 
as the first regular pastor. 

In July, 1858, Mr. Fox preached his farewell sermon, 
and returned to Michigan as the Chaplain of the Peniten- 
tiary at Jackson. 

Mr. A. Thos. Smith was then appointed Reader and he 
conducted the services for the next five years. 

At the annual meeting in April, 1862, a committee was 
appointed "to inquire upon what conditions an ordained 
minister can be obtained, and the probability of the society 
being able to give him a support/ ' 

This committee failed to find a satisfactory man, and so 
Mr. A. Thomas Smith continued as leader, until September, 
1863, when Rev. Jabez Fox, who had returned to this city 
as a clerk in the Treasury Department, was again engaged 
as pastor. Mr. Fox, and Mr. Abiel Silver, were both or- 
dained by Rev. Thomas Worcester, June 16, 1849. Before 
that time, Mr. Fox had lectured and preached, and edited 
and published new church papers, and was pretty well 
known in the then West, namely, Michigan, Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois. He was the first ordained new church pastor 
in this city, coming first in the spring of 1857, and remain- 
ing until July 6, 1858. Then returning here, Sept. 6, 1863, 
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he remained permanently a well-known resident of Wash- 
ington from that day, until his death, Oct. 3, 1898, barring 
a few missionary trips. He was invested with the office of 
General Pastor June 1, 1884, and continued as pastor of 
this society, until September, 1886, leaving the Treasury 
Department, and devoting all his time to pastoral work for 
the last two years of his term. 

He was then sent out on missionary work, by the Gen- 
eral Board of Missions, and made one extended visit to 
Europe, where he preached in many churches, and met with 
hearty welcome. 

As the first pastor, and whose term was almost twenty- 
five years, from early in 1857 to late in 1886, less an ab- 
sence of five years, it may be interesting to mention him 
more fully. 

He was born in Berkley, Mass., Oct. 7, 1817, and died 
in Washington City, Oct. 3, 1898, at the age of 81 years. 

He was of Puritan ancestry, and New England was al- 
ways dear to him. Before he began preaching he was an 
editor and publisher of a political paper in Michigan, The 
Patriot. 

He also published, The Medium, a new church semi- 
monthly paper, which was moved from Detroit, where he 
was pastor in 1850, to Cincinnati, where it was edited by 
Rev. J. P. Stuart, for a while, and Feb. 1, 1863, the name 
was changed to "The Messenger, ,, and it was later taken 
to New York, and published as a weekly journal of the 
General Convention, under the name of the New Jerusalem 
Messenger. The same paper has been continued to this day, 
being now published in Chicago, and the name changed 
again to New Church Messenger. 

On November 28, 1870, a group of new church members 
became incorporated under the name of the New Church 
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Union of Washington, D. C. The officers of this body 
for 1870 and 1871, were as follows: 

John Hitz, President, 
John W. Hunt, Vice-President, 

C. E. Prentiss, Secretary, 
Edward Cranch, Asst. Secretary, 
F. R. Goodridge, Librarian. 
Board of Trustees 
R. B. Donaldson, 
J. J. Halsted, 
Horace Hatch, 
John Hitz, 
John W. Hunt, 
R. D. Mussey, 
C. E. Prentiss, 
H. C. Spencer, 
Willard Lee Wellman. 
This organization was quite active for several years. 
It opened a book and reading room at No. 935 Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue, and published a monthly paper entitled 
Good Tidings, and Good Tidings Lesson Papers for 
Sunday Schools, which became great helps to Sunday School 
teachers and pupils, and others interested in the Sweden- 
borgian doctrines. 

At this time regular services were only held in the church 
on North Capitol Street at 11 o'clock on Sunday morning, 
so the Union had a reading meeting at the Book Rooms on 
Sunday evening, which was well attended. 

The Good Tidings was discontinued in 1879, and the 
activities of the Union gradually grew less until its work 
was wholly suspended. 

In 1886, Rev. Eugene D. Daniels, of Toronto, Canada, 
was installed as pastor, but only remained a little more than 
one year. After temporary supply for some months, Rev. 
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William B. Hayden was elected pastor for a term of six 
months. While he was here, on Saturday night, February 
9, 1889, the church on North Capitol Street, from a defec- 
tive flue or overheated furnace, was destroyed by fire. The 
next morning services were held in the Spencerian Business 
College Hall, then on D Street near 7th. Afterward the 
meetings were held in Metzerott Hall, 519 12th St., and 
National Law School Hall, 1000 E St., for some months; 
then, on Sept. 7, 1890, at the little Episcopal Church on 
Dupont Circle, known as the "Church of the Holy Cross," 
but which was called by the new tenants, "The Church of 
the Holy City." Here the meetings were continued until 
September, 1894, when for a few Sundays they were again 
held at Spencerian College Hall, until Oct. 7, 1894, they 
were moved again to the National Law School Hall, then 
at 818 13th St., where they continued until the present 
church building, at 16th and Corcoran Streets, was erected. 
There the first service was had on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 28, 1895. 

On April 10, 1889, Rev. Frank Sewall was elected pastor. 
He was then in Europe, and returned and began his duties 
Nov. 1, 1889, and continued until his death, Dec. 7, 1915. 
Mr. Sewall was a native of Bath, Maine, a member of the 
famous family of shipbuilders. His brother, Arthur Sewall, 
was the candidate for Vice-President of the United States 
on the ticket with Wm. J. Bryan, when he ran for Pres- 
ident in 1896 against Wm. McKinley. Mr. Sewall was 
pastor of this society for a little more than 26 years. He 
came to Washington when there was no fixed place for 
meetings, and his steady and constructive work for a per- 
manent place for meetings was crowned by the completion 
of the National Church and Sunday School Building, some 
three years before his death. 

When the church on North Capitol Street was burned in 
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1889, Mr. Hayden suggested that it would be a proper 
thing for the church at large to co-operate with the Wash- 
ington Society, and build here in the Capital a national 
church, larger and better than could be built by the society 
alone. The idea was enthusiastically endorsed by the 
Society; and so when the General Convention met here in 
May, 1889, the matter was considered, Mr. Hayden pro- 
posing it, and Mr. Francis A. Dewson, of Boston, the 
Treasurer of the Convention, presented a resolution for the 
appointment of a committee of fifteen to take charge of the 
building of a house of worship in this city, and thus the 
work was begun. 

The Committee at first was composed of the following 
persons : 

Wm. McGeorge, Jr. ; George Burnham, and E Burgess 
Warren, of Philadelphia; Francis A. Dewson and David L. 
Webster, of Boston; G. Woolworth Colton, of Brooklyn; 
Mordaunt Bodine, and H. W. Guernsey, of New York; 
Milo B. Stevens, of Cleveland; George S. Merrill, of 
Cincinnati; Joseph Sears, and Joseph R. Putnam, of 
Chicago, Henry C. Spencer, John Joy Edson, and Job 
Barnard, of Washington. 

Before the buildings were finished many of these were 
succeeded by others, and when the parish house and S. S. 
rooms were finally completed, only four of the original 
fifteen members remained on the Board of Trustees, 
namely, McGeorge, Guernsey, Edson, and Barnard. 

The committee began to gather funds from the whole 
country; a committee from the Washington Society 
searched for a suitable lot ; finally 4 lots were purchased on 
16th Street, making a frontage of 88 feet on east side of 
16th Street, and 110 feet on south side of Corcoran Street. 

A chapel, or small building to be used for a Sunday School 
room, and also for meetings of the congregation, was first 
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contemplated to be built at the rear part of the lot; and in 
time, when money was in hand, the main auditorium was 
to follow. When this plan became known, Mrs. Nancy B. 
Scudder, widow of Judge Henry A. Scudder, formerly of 
Boston, Mass., but who then resided in this city and was a 
member of the Washington Society, conceived the idea 
that if the Sunday School rooms were built first, it would 
be a long time before the main auditorium would be erected; 
and to prevent this she decided to execute her will and leave 
a considerable portion of her estate to the Washington 
Society, to be used for building the main body of the 
church. Her will was executed accordingly on the 19th day 
of September, 1893, and on Dec. 15, 1893, she died, and 
her will was admitted to probate and record soon thereafter. 

The committee then changed its plans, and in order to 
have the benefit of this legacy, decided to build the main 
structure first, and leave the Sunday School rooms and 
parish house to follow, when they could. 

She made several bequests to individuals, and to the 
Homeopathic Hospital, and then made the Washington 
Society of the New Jerusalem her residuary legatee. 

The Society received from her estate about $44,000, all 
of which was applied to the cost of the building of this 
church. In addition there were donors from thirty-three 
States, and from Canada, Scotland, and England, and the 
District of Columbia, aggregating over $60,000. 

The property is held in trust for the Convention by the 
successors to the original fifteen members of the committee 
appointed by the Convention in 1889, and their successors, 
and the Washington Society is the permanent occupant of 
the building. 

The church has a number of fine memorial windows, all 
of historical value for those who may be interested in the 
New Church. 
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The large creation window in the west end of the audi- 
torium, in the gallery, was contributed by the Ladies Aid 
Society in memory of Judge and Mrs. Scudder. It was 
built by Lamb, of New York. 

The seven windows in the chancel are in memory of 
deceased ministers who were well known in this country, 
namely, Wm. B. Hayden, Richard de Charms, John 
Randolph Hibbard, Chauncey Giles, Abiel Silver, Jabez 
Fox, and John Worcester. 

These chancel windows represent the seven churches of 
Asia, at Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergomos, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea, and express the promise that 
the spirit made to those of each group, if they overcame 
and lived faithful to the end. 

There are other windows,* one on the south side of the 
nave, in honor of Prof. Henry C. Spencer, who was pres- 
ident of the Society when he departed this life, Aug. 30, 
1891 ; one on the north side, a large window in memory 
of Maskell M. Carll, who was a former President of the 
General Convention; and the high window, on the south 
side, symbolizing the Transfiguration of the Lord, and the 
figures of Moses and Elias, and the two apostles, John and 
James, placed in honor of Dr. Sewall, who was so closely 
connected with this church building from start to finish. 

The Sunday School and parish house building was com- 
pleted about 1912. The General Convention has held 5 
annual sessions in this National Church, namely in the 
years, 1896, when it was dedicated, and in 1904, 1912, 1915, 
and 1919. The last known as the Victory Convention. 

The present pastor of the Society is Rev. Paul Sperry, 



* Since this paper was prepared, another beautiful window has 
been placed in the north side of the main building in memory of 
Rev. Samuel Swazey Seward, who was Secretary of the Convention 
for many years, and President for twelve years. It represents 
three scenes from the book Isaiah. 
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who succeeded to the pastorate upon the death of Rev. Dr. 
Frank Sewall. Mr. Sperry is also secretary of the Con- 
vention's Board of Missions. He is a graduate of the New 
Church Theological School in Cambridge, Mass., and of 
George Washington University of this city. 

The architect was Prof. H. Langford Warren, of Har- 
vard University, with an assistant in Washington, Mr. Paul 
J. Pelz, who was one of the architects of the Congressional 
Library Building. 



